 SCENE 1 - NINJA FALLS ASLEEP
LOCATION: SUNROOM

NARRATOR
One day, in the big green house, Ninja and his puppets were getting ready for story-time.

NINJA
Linus! Linus the Elephant, are you ready for your story?

LINUS
Story-time, story-time!

NINJA
Chrissie? Chrissie Kangaroo, where are you?

CHRISSIE
I'm here! Story-time, story-time!

NINJA
Well, it looks like everyone's ready for story-time! I'll just get a book, from the Magic Bookshelf!

NARRATOR
The Magic Bookshelf had magic story-books, about any topic you could imagine.

(Ninja goes to the Magic Bookshelf, which opens its eyes and looks at him. William the Dog barks.)

NINJA
Today we'll read...this one! Hi-ya! (he ninja-grabs a book) Gather round, puppets, gather round.

(Ninja sits on the couch, and Linus and Chrissie sit above him.)

NINJA
Once upon a time...there was a soup...factory...with a tired...yawning...sleep.

(Ninja slumps over, and starts to snore)

LINUS
What happens next!?

CHRISSIE
Ninja?? Ninja, wake up!
(Ninja continues to snore.)

LINUS
Oh no! We've got to wake Ninja up!

CHRISSIE
How do you wake a ninja up?

LINUS
Slap him! Slap him with your tail!

(Chrissie slaps Ninja with her tail. He continues to snore.)

CHRISSIE
Maybe he needs a cup of warm milk!

LINUS
Noo, that's for going to sleep! Maybe he just needs new batteries!

CHRISSIE
I don't think Ninjas have batteries! Maybe he needs True Love's first kiss! That always wakes people up in fairy tales!

(They both turn to look at Ninja, who continues to snore.)

CHRISSIE
What do Ninjas say to each other?

LINUS
Let me have a go! "Oh Ninja, why don't you kiss me? Mwah mwah mwah mwah."

(Chrissie pulls him off Ninja)

CHRISSIE
I don't think it's working. I'll try. "Oh, Ninja! I love you! Mwah mwah mwah mwah!"

LINUS
Oh, this is hopeless! We're in over our heads here! Maybe someone else will know what to do!

CHRISSIE
Good idea, Linus. We'll split up and ask everyone in the house if they know how to wake up a ninja.

LINUS
We can meet back here.
LINUS AND CHRISSIE
Let's go! 

(they high-five)















































SCENE 2 - CHRISSIE VISITS THE COOKS
LOCATION: OUTDOOR KITCHEN

NARRATOR
At the barbeque, the cooks worked all day, making yummy meals for Ninja and the Puppets to eat.

(Cook A is very carefully pouring batter out of a bowl. Underneath, Cook 1 is turning an egg-beater as the batter hits it.)

CHRISSIE
Oy! Oy, you guys!

COOK 1
Oh, 'allo little kangaroo. What can we do for you?

CHRISSIE
The Ninja's fallen asleep, and he won't wake up!

COOK A
Sleeping ninja, hey? Well, it wasn't us that done it!

COOK 1
Our food is 100% guaranteed not to put ninjas to sleep.

CHRISSIE
We don't know how to wake him up. Do you have any tips?

(The Cooks look at each other.)

COOK 1
Well, you could try slapping him with your tail.

CHRISSIE
I tried that! It didn't work!

COOK A
'Ang on, let's see what our magic recipe book says.

(the cooks open a magic book from the magic bookshelf)


COOK 1
Okay, under "Sleeping Ninjas", it says..."add one cup of iced water directly to face".

(he turns, fills a glass up with water, and drops some ice in it.)

COOK A
'Ere, try this. It'll wake 'im up for sure!

CHRISSIE
(struggling to carry the water) 
Thanks, guys!

COOK 1
Tell us how it goes, alrigh'?

CHRISSIE
Will do!

(Chrissie leaves. Cook 1 throws an egg in the air, and Cook A hits it with a ping-pong paddle.)






























SCENE 3 - LINUS VISITS NED AND HIS GANG LOCATION: NED’S HIDEOUT

NARRATOR
Meanwhile, Linus had gone outside, to where Ned lived with his Gang of Tigers.

NED
Roll call! Roll call everybody! Jeb!

JEB
Here!

NED
Jaz!

JAZ
Here!

NED
Ned!

(pause)

NED
Ned! Is Ned here!

JAZ
Uh, that's you, boss!

NED
Oh, of course! Ned! Here! Right! First order of business! Today is the day when we finally work out where to find some treasure! Now, this is a top secret operation...

(Linus enters)

LINUS
Helloo!

NED
Blimey, an elephant!

JEB
I think he's from the house, boss.

NED
A spy?? We've been rumbled! Emergency plan A, emergency plan A!!

(Jeb and Jaz duck down, and reappear with large fake moustaches. Ned covers his face with his hands.)

NED
I am not here I am not here...

LINUS
Are you all right, Ned?

NED
Shh! You can't see me!

LINUS
Ohhhh.

JEB
(in a terrible French accent) 
Hello! Can we help you?

JAZ
(in an equally bad French accent) 
We are but humble fruit sellers!

JEB
Would you like some yummy fruit?

JAZ
Maybe a delicious banana!

LINUS
Well...I would like a banana...no! I came here to find out - how do you wake up a ninja!

JAZ
Here! Put this peg on his nose, that will wake him up!

LINUS
Oh! Thank-you!

JEB
Do not mention it!

LINUS
Byeee!

JEB AND JAZ
Byeee!

LINUS
Bye Ned!

NED
I'm not here!

LINUS
Okay!

(Linus leaves)

NED
(uncovering his eyes) 
Good one, gang!

JEB
Boss, did we put the ninja to sleep?

NED
We did not! But if he's asleep, this is the perfect time to go after his treasure!

JEB
Excellent!

JAZ
Let's go!

NED
Right after we have some fruit!

ALL
Hoorah!




















SCENE 4 - TESTING THE PLANS
LOCATION: SUNROOM

NARRATOR
Back inside the house, Linus and Chrissie had met up once more.

CHRISSIE
How'd it go?

LINUS
The fruit-sellers who live in our back yard gave me this peg! (he holds up the peg)

CHRISSIE
The cooks gave me some water, to throw on Ninja's face!

LINUS
Well, let's try it out!

(Linus sits on Ninja's shoulder, and puts the peg on his nose. There is a pause, then Ninja sneezes, 
and the peg goes flying across the room. Linus looks sad. Chrissie sits on Ninja's other shoulder, and 
throws the glass of water onto Ninja's face. Nothing happens.)

LINUS
Oh, it's hopeless! We're never going to wake Ninja up!

CHRISSIE
Now wait just one second, Linus. There's still one person we haven't spoken to. The witch.

NARRATOR
In the garden shed, a witch called Nancy lived. She was always up to tricks.

LINUS
The witch!? We can't go talk to her!

CHRISSIE
Why not?

LINUS
I'm scared of witches! She cast a spell on me!

CHRISSIE
What did it do?

LINUS
It made me scared of witches, that's what it did!

CHRISSIE
Oh, you're just a big scaredy-elephant. Come on, we're going to go and talk to her right now.











































SCENE 5 - VISITING THE WITCH LOCATION: NANCY’S SHED 

LINUS
This is a bad idea! Can't we just send her an email?

CHRISSIE
Linus, you should learn to be more brave! Brave like a kangaroo!

NANCY
Boo.

LINUS AND CHRISSIE
Aaaah!

CAULDRON
Hee hee hee.

NANCY
What brings you here, my furry friends?

CHRISSIE
We...we...we...

NANCY
Come on, Frenchy, I don't have all day!

LINUS
N-n-n-ninja's asleep, and he won't wake up!

NANCY
Cauldron, did we cast a spell on the Ninja?

CAULDRON
Who?

NANCY
Ninja! The guy who always dresses in black.

CAULDRON
You dress in black a lot...

NANCY
Not me! He lives inside the house, says "Hi-ya!" a lot!

CAULDRON
Oh, him. No, you haven't cast your spell for today yet.
NANCY
Well there we go. It wasn't me!

CHRISSIE
Do...do...do you have anything we could use to wake him up?

NANCY
Waking up a sleeping ninja, hey? Have you tried splashing cold water on his face?

LINUS
We tried that!

NANCY
How about a peg on the nose? That ought to wake him up.

CHRISSIE
We tried that too.

NANCY
Hmmm. Hang on, I've got just the thing! 
(to Cauldron) 
Hurly girly, rusty buster! Give to me...a feather duster!

(a pink feather duster floats out of Cauldron while Nancy cackles.)

NANCY
Here you go. Give him a tickle with that, he should be up in no time!

CHRISSIE 
Thank...thank...

(Nancy glares at her)

CHRISSIE
Aaah! 

(she runs out)

LINUS
Th-thank you, Mrs Witch Ma'am.





NANCY
That's okay. Come back tomorrow, I can do a spell on that nose of yours. 
(she tweaks it.) 
It's far too long.

LINUS
M-m-maybe?

(he runs out as well.)

NANCY
Now, what were we doing?

CAULDRON
I think you were about to bake me a cake!

NANCY
That doesn't sound like me!

CAULDRON
Hee hee hee.

LOCATION: SUNROOM

(back inside, Linus and Chrissie are standing over Ninja with the feather duster. They tickle him, but 
he fails to wake up.)

CHRISSIE
Drat! I was sure that would work!

LINUS
Maybe ninjas just aren't ticklish?

WILLIAM
Woof! Woof woof, woof woof woof. Woof woof, bark bark bark!

LINUS
William!? What's wrong?

CHRISSIE
The pirate postman is here!!







SCENE 6 - THE PIRATE POSTMAN
LOCATION: FRONT DOOR

PIRATE
Ah har!!

CHRISSIE AND LINUS
Ah har!!

WILLIAM
Bark bark, woof woof woof woof!

PIRATE
What's new, buckaneers!

CHRISSIE
The Ninja won't wake up!

LINUS
We've tried everything!

PIRATE
Yarrr, that be a tricky one. Have ye slapped him with yer tail?

CHRISSIE
We tried that!

PIRATE
Yarr, have ye splashed cold water on his face?

LINUS
We tried that! We even tried tickling him with a feather duster!

PIRATE
Well that won't work. Everyone knows Ninjas aren't ticklish. Have ye tried a peg on the ole nose?

CHRISSIE
We have!

PIRATE
Yarr, well what be making him sleep in the first place?

(Chrissie and Linus look at each other.)

CHRISSIE
We don't actually know!

LINUS
Is it you!?

PIRATE
No! It's not me. Maybe if you work out what's put him to sleep, you'll be able to wake him up again!

LINUS
Good idea, Mr Pirate Postman sir!

PIRATE
No worries, mateys. Anyway, here be your mail. Two for Nancy, one for Ninja, and three for the Magic Bookshelf.

LINUS AND CHRISSIE
Thank-you Pirate Postman!

PIRATE
Goodbye, ye puppets!

CHRISSIE
Come on Linus, let's see what could be putting Ninja to sleep!

(they head back to the sunroom)

SCENE 7 - THEY WORK IT OUT
LOCATION: SUNROOM

CHRISSIE
What could be putting Ninja to sleep?

LINUS
Oh no!

CHRISSIE
What??

LINUS
What if it's dinosaurs!?

CHRISSIE
It's not going to be dinosaurs.

LINUS
Oh, okay. 

(pause) 
LINUS
What if it's elephants!?

CHRISSIE
You're an elephant!!

LINUS
You're an elephant!

CHRISSIE
No, I mean you're actually an elephant!

LINUS
Well I didn't do it!

CHRISSIE
I'm not saying that...gah! 

(she pauses, and takes a deep breath.) 

CHRISSIE
Linus, why don't you go and amuse yourself. I'll work out what's happening.

LINUS
I'm going to finish the story that Ninja was reading us, okay?

CHRISSIE
Fine, whatever!

(Linus climbs up onto Ninja's lap, and starts reading from the book.)

LINUS
Once upon a time...there was a big...sleepy...castle...(Linus droops over, asleep.)

CHRISSIE
Well, Nancy said that it wasn't her, and it probably wasn't Ned, and it couldn't have been the cooks, or the Pirate Postman, and it wasn't Linus...
(she gasps) 
It must have been me! Maybe Ninja is allergic to kangaroos!! Linus! Linus, I've worked it out!

(she turns around and notices that Linus is asleep)

CHRISSIE
Oh no! What have I done!?

(Linus snores)

CHRISSIE
Linus, I'm sorry! Oh, who knew that one kangaroo could put so many people to sleep! 

(pause) 

CHRISSIE
Wait a second, I've always lived here, and I've never put people to sleep before. It must be something else...

(Chrissie looks around the room, and notices the magic book)

CHRISSIE
Of course! Linus only fell asleep when he started reading that book! I've got to get rid of it, kangaroo-style!

(Chrissie jumps up, grabs the book, and then drops back to the ground with it. Linus and Ninja yawn, 
and start to wake up.)

NINJA
(stretching) 
Oh my, what happened?

LINUS
(yawning) 
Ninja! You were asleep!

NINJA
So were you, by the looks of it! 
(he feels his face) 
Why is my head wet?

LINUS
We were trying to wake you up! We tried everything! We poured water on your face, and put a peg on your nose, and tickled you with a feather duster...

NINJA
Well of course that didn't work! Ninjas aren't ticklish!

LINUS
Chrissie even slapped you with her kangaroo tail!

NINJA
Where is Chrissie, anyway?

(down on the ground, Chrissie is snoring, asleep underneath the book.)

LINUS
Oh no! We’ve got to wake up Chrissie! Let’s ask everyone in the house if they know how to wake up a sleeping kangaroo!

(Ninja bends over, and picks up the book.)

NINJA
Looks like this book has been putting everyone to sleep!

LINUS
What!?

NINJA
"Stories for Bed-time." This book is full of powerful sleeping magic! Of course!

CHRISSIE
(yawning and stretching) 
What happened?

LINUS
A magic book put us to sleep!

NINJA
Watch! Hi-ya!

(Ninja points the book at them, and they fall asleep. He moves it away, and they wake up.)

CHRISSIE
Stop that!

NINJA
Very well.

(Jeb and Jaz arrive at the window)

JEB
We're here to take your treasure!

JAZ
And we won't take no for an answer!

LINUS
Oh no!

CHRISSIE
It's Ned's Tigers!

NINJA
Leave this one to me! 

(he opens the book, and points it at them) 

NINJA
Hi-ya!

JEB
What's that supposed to do? 
(he yawns)

JAZ
Yeah, we're not...afraid...of a book...

(Jeb and Jaz fall asleep.)

LINUS
Hooray!

CHRISSIE
You did it!

NINJA
Chocolate biscuits for everyone!

(Chrissie and Linus cheer.)

EVERYONE
Om nom nom nom nom.

(Linus and Chrissie and Ninja eat chocolate biscuits, while Jeb and Jaz snore on the windowsill. Credits roll.)








SCENE 8 - JOKE
LOCATION: OUTDOOR KITCHEN

COOK 1
Hey brother, why is cricket like a cake?

COOK A
I don't know, brother, why is cricket like a cake?

COOK 1
Because they both need...a batter! A-yuk yuk yuk yuk! A-yuk yuk yuk yuk!

(Cook A puts a full bowl of batter on Cook 1's head.)

